The Drought has broken on Knocklofty Reserve
and
The Frogs are Back
During the last three years, southeastern Tasmania, including the Hobart area, have
experienced the driest period on record. This has had dire consequences for Knocklofty
Reserve, where many of our recently planted native shrubs died, many mature trees have
died, and all the frog ponds dried up. The Frog Dam has had insufficient water for frogs to
breed for the last three years, and even the large deep Reflecting and Aussat Ponds have
dried up. Coming on top of the Chytrid Fungus which has seen the demise of several frog
species including the beloved Pobble Bonk or Spotted Marsh Frog, this was a disastrous
outcome for frog life on Knocklofty.
Attempts were made to refill the Frog Dam from September 2007 using water from the
reservoir near the Frog Dam. A failure of a valve from the tank in November flooded the
Frog Dam. Despite these efforts, the lack of rain resulted in the Frog Dam drying out by
January 10th.
The drought started to break on February 23rd. An inspection of the main ponds showed
that the Frog Dam, the Reflecting Pond, and the Aussat Pond had started to fill. The
Friends Frog Bog was still empty because the ditch collecting run off was bypassing the
bog. FoKL volunteers cleared the ditch and arranged for it to direct all run off back into the
Frog Bog.
Substantial rain fell in Hobart in subsequent months; 50 mm between the 15th and 22nd of
March, 34mm from 25th to 27th April, 39 mm from the 10th to 16th May. By the end of
May, all ponds had some water in them and frog calls were frequently heard from all the
ponds.
Between the 4th and the 14th June, 90 mm of rain fell in West Hobart, and an inspection of
the ponds on Knocklofty showed that they were all full and the frogs were busy. Further
rain in late June provided Hobart with the highest June rainfall since 1954. This augers
well for a large increase in the frog population by spring.
Many of these ponds were restored with funding help from the Natural Heritage Trust and
from the Hobart City Council. The photos show how healthy the ponds now look and the
map provides the location. A description of each pond and how they received their names
accompanies the photos.
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*Click on Pond Names to go to relevant page

Frog Dam
The Frog Dam was a disused watering place for cattle grazing on Knocklofty in the 19th
Century. Later it was used to store overflow water from the concrete water tank nearby. In
1997, FoKL instigated restoration work. This included: removing “crack” willow, rebuilding
the sandstone walls, excavating part of the area, sealing the outflow, and lining it with
bentonite blanket and clay. FoKL volunteers, replaced the juncus growing in and around
the site, and landscaped the perimeter with poas, sags, flag iruses, and native shrubs.
Financial support, particularly from the Hobart City Council made this possible who also
built the paths to the Frog Dam. The story of the restoration can be seen in another part of
this website, called “Bringing Back the Frogs to Knocklofty”

Knocklofty Frog Dam dry on 19 June 2008

5 June 2009 Frog Dam
The Frog Dam has been the centre of frog activity on Knocklofty, with six frog species
being identified by their calls. Water testing has shown that the Dam and many other
ponds are very healthy with a large range of invertebrate water insects providing life for the
pond and food for the frogs.

5 June 2009 Frog Dam from north
In 2003, David Obendorf our Fauna Officer, found chytrid fungus in many of the tadpoles in
the Frog Dam. The dam was isolated while investigations were carried out in the other
ponds and on ponds throughout much of Tasmania. Unfortunately it was found that the
disease was widespread in many species throughout the state, and several species,
including the popularly named banjo frog or “pobble bonk” disappeared from most of the
state. As the fungus is a water bourne disease, it is hoped that the drought which has
followed will kill off the fungus in the ponds on Knocklofty. It is planned to investigate the
presence of the chytrid fungus once tadpoles again appear in our ponds.
The water overflowing from the Frog Dam drains into the Triangle Pond.

Frog Dam Sign

Reflecting Pond

The Reflecting Pond is the deepest pond on Knocklofty when full and gives stunning
reflections. It was cleared of gorse, which hid it from view, by FoKL during one of their
earliest working activities in 1993. The gorse in the area was 3-4 m tall and the trunks up
to 90mm in diameter. Because of itʼs depth, it was a great habitat for the banjo frog or
“pobble bonk”. Once full, it takes about six months of drought to dry it out. With help from
the HCC bush crew a trench was built from the fire trail between the concrete tank and the
Knocklofty Terrace entrance to the Reflecting Pond. This diverted run-off during rain into
the pond. As a result of chytrid fungus and drought the “pobble bonk” has disappeared
from the area. However, the recent filling of the pond has brought back the striped marsh
frog.

23 June 2008 a dry Reflecting Pond

5 June 2009 Reflecting Pond
Last year, the main track to the Reflecting Pond from the Frog Dam was. sealed off with
logs, slash and mulch. In May, heathy flora were planted near the logs to provide more
plant habitat around the pond for the frogs.

Reflecting Pond 2

Reflecting Pond 3

KL Pond
The full name of the KL Pond is the Kaine Lindsay Pond. Kaine Pritchard and Lindsay
Gillam were recent students at the TAFE and University of Tasmania.
Kaine and Lindsay were tireless volunteers with FoKL for three years while studying in
Tasmania for careers in environmental science. They personally cleared all the woody
weeds, mainly gorse, around this pond which is next to the Reflecting Pond. They were
also regular volunteers during FoKL activities, including propagation, and provided helpful
botanical advice for a range of activities carried out by FoKL on Knocklofty. During their
sojourn in Hobart, they collected a large number of cuttings and flowers of local
provenance native plants. They mounted these in two herbarium display folders and gave
them to FoKL before they moved back to the mainland to further their careers. Naming the
pond after them is a recognition of their contribution to restoring Knocklofty Reserve.

KL Pond

Because the pond has a very small catchment, it dries out quickly unless there is regular
rainfall. However it is a pretty pond, next to the main fire trail between the water tank
and the Fielding Drive and Knocklofty Terrace entrances. FoKL planted native heathy
plants around the pond to replace the gorse that predominated around it. It is nice to see it
full of water again.

KL Pond 3

Triangle Pond
So called because it was beside a path triangle leading to the Frog Bog, this pond was
created in 2001 using funds from a Natural Heritage Trust grant. The pond was formed by
putting a barrier across the gully below the Frog Dam. Overflow from the Frog Dam is
collected in this pond after heavy rain thus reducing erosion down the gully. It also
provides another place for frogs to breed.

5 June 2009 Triangle Pond

Aussat Pond
(previously the PF Pond)
This pond is near the Fielding Drive access to Knocklofty Reserve, below the fence. It is
the largest of the ponds on Knocklofty and was previously called the parrotʼs feather pond
as it was infested with the popular aquarium plant and surrounded by a major infestation of
mature gorse. The parrotʼs feather was removed by the HCC bush crew with help from a
“frog safe” weedicide. The gorse was removed and the surrounding area planted out with
native shrubs and grasses by a combination of HCC bush staff and volunteers. It is a
popular breeding place for frogs and a former home for feral and dumped feral cats.

Aussat Pond

Aussat Pond 2

Friends Frog Bog
The bog was originally a swamp full of juncus. It was drained in the late 1990s and used
for storage of vehicles and water pipes when the pipeline from the water tanks was being
replaced. FoKL volunteers re-directed the water from the ditch collecting run off from the
catchment above the fire trail into the frog bog area and used Natural Heritage Trust funds
to deepen the bog to hold more water. This keeps water in the pond for longer, providing
more time for frogs to breed before drying out, It also reduces the erosion impact of short
sharp downpours by holding the run-off in the pond. Once the bog is full, water overflows
the bog into a culvert and down a cliff into the Salvator Rosa Rivulet.

6 Feb 2008 a dry Friends Frog Bog

Friends Frog Bog

Flow into Frog Bog 2

Overflow near Frog Bog

Depression
This is an area near Astridʼs Quarry that appeared to be a suitable collection place for runoff after rain. It was cleared of blackberry by FoKL volunteers and later planted with local
native shrubs and grasses. As water never collects at this point, despite diverting run-off
from the catchment above, it is assumed that there is too much drainage through the soil
to prevent a pond forming.

Heathy Pond
This pond was a remnant of a wetland drained in the 1980s when the carpark was built
and the area was drained. During the frog pond restoration work helped by Natural
Heritage Trust grant funds in 2001, the pond was deepened to increase water retention
and to improve the opportunity for frogs to breed successfully. The pond is surrounded by
a wonderful range of heathy plants and orchids and is a very popular visiting spot for those
using Knocklofty Reserve.

6 February 2008 a dry Heathy Pond

Heathy Pond 1

7 June Heathy Pond 2

Tasflora Pond
This pond was discovered by Tasflora contractors, hired to clear gorse in the area with
funds from the Natural Heritage Trust grant. The pond is near the intersection of the
Summit Loop track and the Southern fire trail. During my first visit to the pond in 2001 we
found a southern toadlet in the grass near the pond. This was the first time one had been
caught, or heard, on Knocklofty, increasing the known number of frog species on
Knocklofty to seven. The pond appears to be an old gravel borrow pit.

11 June 2009 Tasflora Pond 3

11 June 2009 Tasflora Pond 7

Reedy Pond
The Reedy Pond is a sitting on a sandstone shelf surrounded by juncus and other planted
saggs and poas, on the southern side of the road just before the main carpark. Run off
from the carpark and surrounding catchment flows into the pond. The pond provides
temporary storage as the sandstone shelf is porous. Water is never in the pond long
enough for frogs to breed.

7 June 2009 Reedy Pond

Old Farm Dam
The Old Farm Dam is at the western side of the junction of the wayleave and the Mt Stuart
Circuit. It was clearly a pond created for grazing animals. It is now surrounded by native
bush and holds sufficient water to provide time for a frog breeding cycle when the reserve
is experiencing normal rainfall.

Old Farm Dam

17 June 2009 Farm Dam 1

Ferny Pond
The Ferny Pond is in a small sandstone quarry near the top Glover sign. The small pond
only has water in it after heavy rain. In the quarry next to the pond are a large number of
ferns and many native plants have been planted here over the last 10 years.

5 June 2009 Quarry Pond near Glover Sign

5 June 2009 Quarry Pond

Mt Stuart Pond
The Mt.Stuart Pond was found by FoKL volunteers on Sunday 17th May 2009 after heavy
rain. The pond was alive with the sound of frogs calling. It is situated at the junction of the
Mt Stuart Circuit and the Summit Loop and had been previously hidden by a heavy gorse
infestation that was cleared in 2007. In the spring, we may see tadpoles in the pond.

17 June 2009 Mt Stuart Pond 1

17 June 2009 Mt.Stuart Pond 2

